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Happy Finals! 


The “Courier” staff wishes 
everyone luck on their finals! 
Have a great break! 


End of the world? Don’t count on it 


erin daly 
copy editor 


Well, Clarke students, it looks 
like your final exams won't mat- 
ter this semester. In case you 
haven't yet heard, the world 
is ending on December 21. 

So says the Mayan calendar, 
anyway, which happens to end 
onDecember 21 of this year. The 
world has been hearing about 
this theory for some time now, 
of course, but the impending 
date has believers scrambling. 

On that day, according 
to many adherents of the 
theory, something — cata- 
clysmic will happen to our 
home planet, although theo- 
ries about exactly what that 
event will be are varied. 

According to an article from 
the “San Bernardino Sun,” 
some believe that a planet 
called Nibiru will collide with 
the earth, and some believe 
that the earth’s magnetic poles 
will be thrown off balance, 
sending our planet into chaos. 

But scientists and astrono- 
mers say that the hype is un- 
founded. “It has no scientific 
basis,” says Clarke instructor 
of physics Jason Stecklein. 
Stecklein has heard several 
theories about what might 
happen on December 21, in- 
cluding a meteor strike and 
a planetary alignment that 
would somehow spell doom 


The bad news is the world Is 
supposed to end on 
December 21, 201 2. 


The good news is if it’s 
true, | won't have to repay 


my student loans. 


your@Qcards 


for our planet. But nothing 
out of the ordinary is show- 
ing up in astronomers’ tele- 
scopes, say NASA scientists. 

Further, a careful study of the 
Mayan calendar reveals that 
it doesn’t even say anything 
about the end of the world as we 
know it. The December 21 date 
comes from a stone that is of- 
ten called Monument 6, which 
contains a carving referring to 
December 23, 2012 (two days 
past the proposed doomsday). 

But the calendar is complete- 
ly different than the calendar 
we use today, says Stecklein. 
“Our calendar is based on the 
moon; the Mayan calendar is 
based on the sun and Venus,” 
he says. The December 21 date 
just happens to fall on the 


Stay classy, Clarke 
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tla grap 

editor 
A media campaign aimed at 18-24 year old college students was 
recently implemented in Dubuque through the Iowa Depart- 
ment of Public Health. Binge drinking is on the decline amongst 
Dubuque college students. Up to 62 percent of students reported 
high-risk binge drinking in 2006, while in 2011 it was 45 percent. 
The “Stay Classy” campaign stresses the importance of young 
adults knowing why they should set limits when they drink. A 
picture or video that seems funny in the moment could cost you 
later. Check a few out at www.stayclassyiowa.org and remember 
to Stay Classy, especially when you drink. 


date that a 144,000-day cycle 
called a “baktun” on the Ma- 
yans’ long-form calendar ends. 

“It is not the end of the Mayan 
long-count calendar, which is 
endless,” says historian Erick 
Valasquez in an article for ex- 
aminer.com. “It’s the begin- 
ning of a new cycle, that’s all.” 

But some people are not 
convinced and are prepar- 
ing for the worst. Doomsday 
preparedness groups, which 
have gained notoriety thanks 
to the show “Doomsday 
Preppers” on the National 
Geographic Channel, are ac- 
cepting members who _ be- 
lieve the December 21 hype. 

France is taking measures to 
prevent believers from access- 
ing Picde Bugarach, amountain 


that some say will be a safe hav- 
en for when doomsday strikes. 


Stecklein says that he’s 
heard about people doing 
things like planning their 


wedding day for the 21" and 
giving away their savings. 
Clarke students have plans 
of their own if December 21 
winds up being doomsday. 
Junior physical therapy and 
athletic training student Nata- 
lie Jennings said that she’d 
like to spend the last days 
“partying it up and having a 
good time,” echoing the senti- 
ments of many people around 
the world who are planning 
“end of the world” parties. 

Fellow junior physical thera- 
py/athletic training student Jas- 
mine Riesberg said that she’d 
spend those days with family, 
and junior art student Traci 
Bauer said that she'd take a 
take a bit more of an unconven- 
tional approach by perform- 
ing random acts of kindness. 
Still, Stecklein and other 
scientists are confident that 
the world will still be here 
on December 22. So study 
up for those finals! If you're 
not convinced, though, you 
can always start watching 
“Doomsday Preppers” to get 
ideas for how you might sur- 
vive the coming apocalypse. 


Choir welcomes all singers © 


ethan abney 
campus life editor 


The Clarke Collegiate Singers 
were founded in 1966 by Pro- 
fessor Emeritus John Lease and 
were known as the Clarke-Lo- 
ras Singers. This was when the 
two schools were both single- 
sex colleges. Loras is no longer 
a part of the Collegiate Sing- 
ers. The group is made up of 
a mix of all majors on campus. 

“The group is generally a 
50/50 split between music ma- 
jors and those from other aca- 
demic areas,” said Brian Burns, 
assistant professor of music. 

Sophomore athletic train- 
ing/ physical therapy major 
Dylan Moen said, “The Col- 
legiate Singers is a great ex- 


perience, and it was awesome 
being able to do something 
I loved. Brian is a great con- 
ductor. He brings enthusiasm 
towards music, and his focus. 
helps the choir sound great.” 
The Collegiate Singers, 
which usually consists of 36 
to 40 singers, performs be- 
tween 10 and 15 events ev- 
ery semester. “We perform: 
a really wide variety of mu- 
sic,” said Brian Burns. The: 
group performs everything. 
from Mozart and Handel: 
to world premieres written. 
exclusively for the group. 


continued on page 2. 
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Homemade charm bracelets 
are back at Clarke 


tia grap 
editor 


The fun craft is back. Shrinky 
dinks were very popular dur- 
ing our childhood, and here isa 
fun new way to reminisce with 
the throwback craft: Shrinky 
Dink Friendship Bracelets! 

Materials: Shrinky Dink 
paper, elastic string, beads, 
hole puncher, colored pen- 
cils, scissors, white paper. 
Any craft store should have 
all the materials you would 
need. You will also need ac- 
cess to an oven, a cookie sheet, 
and some parchment paper. 

Step 1: Decide what you want 
to draw, Usually when I’m 
making a Shrinky Dink brace- 
let, I write a list of several things 
that Id like to have on there. A 
good place to start when mak- 
ing friendship bracelets is to 
think of some inside jokes that 
you have, or some likes and 
dislikes. Don’t worry about 
being too difficult to draw, be- 
cause they'll be pretty small so 


Collegiate 
Singers 
continued from page 1 


The group performs every- 
thing from Mozart and Handel 
to world premieres written ex- 
clusively for the group. 

They have performed pieces 
composed by both students 
and faculty from Clarke. Right 
now the group is working on 
a South African freedom song 
that will be performed at Mass 
in the spring. 

“Our group is made up of in- 
credible people: talented, dedi- 
cated, and wonderful perform- 
ers,” said Burns. 

The Clarke Collegiate Singers 
are always looking for new tal- 
ented and hardworking mem- 
bers to join their group. 

“There’s always room for new 
people,” said Brian Burns. 


the details won’t be noticeable. 

Step 2: Sketch out all of the 
different charms you're go- 
ing to do on a sheet of white 
paper. This may be a some- 
what unnecessary step, but 
it really helps you get it just 
right before you actually put 
it on the Shrinky Dink paper. 

Step 3: Once you have all 
the pictures on regular paper, 
trace them onto the Shrinky 
Dink paper. Use colored pen- 
cils to color the pictures in and 
cut them out, leaving some 
space for you to hole punch. 

Step 4: Once all the pic- 
tures are cut out, use a hole 
puncher and punch a hole. 

Step 5: Place all the pic- 
tures on a piece of parchment 
paper laid out on a cookie 
sheet. Then place them into 
a 325 degree oven for about 
5 minutes, or until they have 
shrunk to 1/3 their size. Once 
they begin to shrink, the pro- 


cess goes very quick so make 
sure to keep an eye on them. 

Step 6: Take the charms out of 
the oven and let them cool until 
you can handle them. Remove 
them from the parchment pa- 
per and arrange in whatever or- 
der you like. I usually lay mine 
out in a circle so I can make 
sure I spread similar colored 
charms evenly throughout. 

Step 7: Choose what color 
beads go next to which charms, 
if you have a preference. In- 
crease or decrease the num- 
ber of beads to need to make 
the bracelet the right length. 

Step 8: Tie a knot in the end of 
some elastic string. Put on the 
first bead and make sure it is se- 
cure. Then continue to put the 
remaining beads and charms 
on the bracelet until it is full. 

Step 9: Tie the ends of 


string together and put it on. 
Step 10: Show of your new 
friendship bracelets! 


photos by tia grap 


Pushing learning 
beyond the classroom 


tla Grap 
editor 


larke is working on incor- 

porating service learning 
into the classroom. Service 
learning is a form of commu- 
nity service that helps stu- 
dents apply their studies. 

“Service learning creates a 
well rounded student,” said 
Nia Wilson, Americorps VIS- 
TA staff member. “It gives 
them experience as well as 
building on their academic 
knowledge and achievements 
in the classroom.” 

Wilson came to Clarke 
through the VISTA (Volun- 
teers In Service To America) 
program. She spends half of 
her time working at Clarke 
helping out with the service 
learning program. She’s also 
works at the Dubuque Multi- 
cultural Family Center where 
she does volunteer recruit- 
ment and development. 

In developing the service 


learning program at Clarke, 
Wilson works closely with the 
faculty. “We work on tracking 
service learning,” said Wilson. 
“We're trying to get service 
learning applied in the classes 
to connect students’ academ- 
ics with the community.” 

“I’m very excited to have 
her on board at Clarke,” said 
Becky Herrig, assistant di- 
rector of the Counseling and 
Career Center. “She has an 
enthusiasm and desire to pro- 
mote Clarke and its service 
learning programs.” 

Service learning has always 
been a focus of Clarke Univer- 
sity. Clarke students support 
the program with mentoring, 
tutoring and volunteering at 
off-campus sites. 

“Through service learning, 
students can become involved 
in engaged scholarship,” said 
Herrig. 


ON OTHER CAMPUSES 


College student to marry Robert Pattinson in Las Vegas 


Well, sort of. Lauren Adkins, a 24-year-old master’s student at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, will marry a life-size card- 
board cut-out of Robert Pattinson as Edward Cullen, the heart- 
throb of the “Twilight” series, as part of her thesis project, the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal reported. ; 

“Edward Cullen is really tied to the idea of Vegas for me,” 
Adkins told the Review-Journal. ““The fantasy behind it can 
never be achieved. It’s the ultimate facade.” The Adkins-Cullen 
wedding is set for Jan. 26, 2013. She has selected a dress and 
cake, and has starting planning other elements of the reception. 

The “marriage” is part of Adkins’ work in women studies. 
“This work focuses on the female escapist fantasy in its most pop- 
ular forms-- primarily finding ‘true love’-- and the extent to which 
it seeps into our real lives. I've looked at this fantasy primarily 
through a pop cultural lens that is I’ve used film and television's 
representations of the love story and female characters in gen- 
eral in an attempt to understand my own expectations of love.” 


—-"Huffington Post.com” 


Rent a Pup 

Brigham Young University student Jenna Miller is conquer- 
ing the dog-eat-dog business world by renting out puppies 

Miller told the “Daily Herald” in Provo, Utah, that she 
got the idea for Puppies for Rent from a Yale University pro- 
gram that lends a puppy to stressed out students. Since 
starting Puppies for Rent last summer with the help of her 
brother, Miller now has four employees and lots of repeat 
business. One student told the paper she has rented four pup- 
pies, while another said he borrowed one for a first date. 

— “Huffington Post.com” 


College students say 25 perfect age to marry 

A national survey has found that American college stu- 
dents believe that 25 is the right age to get married, 
but most of their parents believe that’s a bit too young. 

“The assumption has been that the younger generation wants 
to delay marriage and parents are hassling them about when 
they would get married,” study lead author Brian Willoughby, 
a professor at BYU, said in a university news release. “We actu- 
ally found the opposite -- that the parental generation is show- 
ing the ‘slow-down’ mindset more than the young adults.” 

—“USA Today” 
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Men's basketball continues success from last season 


tla grap 
editor 


eeping up the momen- 
tum from last year, the 
Clarke men’s basket- 


ball team is racking up the 
wins in the non-conference 
games in the beginning of its 
season. The team is focusing 
on building cohesiveness af- 
ter graduating seven senior 
team leaders last season. 
“One of the bigger concerns 
this year was losing a huge 
portion of our team,” said 
Kris Brooks, junior philoso- 
phy major. “We were worried 
having a lot of new people 
come in, but we haven’t had 
any issues.” Brooks, along 
with senior Luke Cassedy and 
sophomore Franz Winkler, is 
one of the captains of the team. 
The captains are taking 
the approach of leading the 
team by example. “Most 
captains try and be bossy,” 
said Jerrodd Brown, junior 


sports management major. 
“But they took the new and 
younger players under their 
wing. Them working hard 
makes everyone work hard.” 

Brooks is in his first year 
as a captain. “I enjoy hav- 
ing the leadership role,” said 
Brooks. “It feels good to hear 
Positive things from your 
teammates. It makes me feel 
good to know I’m showing 
them the right things and 
they are looking up to me.” 

Having strong captains has 
had a positive effect on the 
team. “All three captains put 
in a lot of time outside of 
practice,” said Charles De- 
neen, junior athletic train- 
ing and pre-physical thera- 
Py major. “You can see the 
improvement in the stats. 
They keep everything posi- 
tive and are big motivators.” 

Other members of the team 


know what it takes to make 
the team work together and 
act as one. “I'm stepping 
up on the team,” said Mike 
Francis, sophomore commu- 
nication major. “I’m backing 
my captains and being a sup- 
portive player on the team.” 

Working with a drastically 
different dynamic than the 
year before comes with its 
challenges. Not only did the 
team switch out several play- 
ers, but the size of the team 
has gone down. “We could 
be doing better than we are 
now,” said Brooks. “We have 
to go into the game prepared. 
There are some mental things 
that build up during the game. 
But these are easy things to 
fix. It’s better to find this out 
now, rather than when it gets 
to the conference games.” 


continued on page 4 


Lady Crusaders rely on youth 


sam dugan 
opinion editor 


larke women’s basket- 
ball will be relying on 
their fountain of youth to 
get them through the 2012- 
2013 season. With the loss of 
juniors Brittany Collier and 
Candis Kertson, who are 
both recovering from inju- 
ries, the team will rely on the 
talent of the young squad. 
“Having such a young 
team has its pros and cons,” 
says junior sports manage- 
ment and physical educa- 
tion major Brianne Boals. 
“Sometimes we struggle be- 
cause we don't have the ex- 
perience within the college 
game and with finishing 
the game strong, but that's 
where our returners are able 
to take the lead and guide 
the newcomers. The youth 
on our team enables us to 
grow as a team because we 
will be returning most of 
our team for years to come.” 
Junior sports management 
and physical education ma- 
jor Jenna Kotas says, “We 
are a young team but we 
all played with each other 
last year with the exception 
of some newcomers. Since 
we have experience playing 
with each other, we know 
each other's strengths and 
weaknesses. As we get older 
we'll get better and better.” 
The women’s team has 
started off its season with 
a 1-8 win/loss record, but 
there are no signs of nega- 


clarke courier 
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Point guard Brianne Boals shooting against Waldorf. 


tivity yet. “I hope that our 
team can keep improving 
and become tougher not 
only mentally but physi- 
cally as well,” says sopho- 
more Anna Hahn. 

Mental preparation will be 
key for the young Crusader 
team this season. “Sometimes 
it can be difficult because we 
can lack mental toughness, 
but that will only get better 
with experience,” says Hahn. 

Everyone mentally prepares 
themselves in a different way, 
but our Crusaders do it as a 
team. “Before the game we 
pray as a team in the locker 
room and then during the 
“National Anthem” I pray 
for myself,” says sophomore 
mathematics and secondary 


education major Stephanie 
Aasen. “It feels good because 
we're a pretty close team.” 

Even though the Crusad- 
ers are coming off a rocky 
previous season with a re- 
cord of 7-23, they hold their 
heads high and continue hav- 
ing big hopes for this year. 

“For this season, I hope to 
be a contender in our confer- 
ence for the top spot,” says 
Boals. “I know we have the 
ability to be that team, we 
just need to work on some 
things and keep _ players 
healthy and we will be able 
to compete with the best.” 

“I hope that we compete 
with all the teams in the con- 
ference and hopefully finish 
in the top half,” says Aasen. 


photo by grace jenneyahn 


Clarke point guard Jake Petersen driving to score. 


Intramural Champs 


sam dugan 
opinion editor 


[eas started off 
in late September with 
dodgeball and ended Oct. 
7. The dodgeball champi- 
onship this semester went 
to the freshman team. 

“My first experience in in- 
tramural sports was fun. It 
felt great winning it all. It 
was intense because of how 
close the games were at the 
end,” said freshman biol- 
ogy major Peter Hibbeler. 

Freshman biology major 
and teammate Kevin Fitzgib- 
bions said, “Winning the 
entire thing was definitely 
a plus. When we had won 
the championship it was 
just exhilarating. Some of 
our tactics were distracting 
the other teams by wearing 
crazy outfits, working as a 


team on the court, and hav- 
ing each of us know what our 
goal was, which was to win.” 

Intramural 5-on-5 basket- 
ball started Oct. 14 and fin- 
ished Nov. 18. Basketball 
took on a fiercer competition 
than expected. 

“As soon as we figured out 
who was all on our team, we 
knew it was a wrap,” said 
sophomore sports manage- 
ment major Nick Anderson, 
who was a part of the win- 
ning team. “It was great; we 
probably took it more seri- 
ously than everyone else.” 

Following after Christmas 
will be kickball starting Jan. 
27 with finals on Feb. 24. The 
last intramural sport will be 
volleyball, starting on March 
17 and ending April 21. 


photo by nick anderson 


Intramural winners, The Black Panthers: Nick Anderson, Stacy Latnie, 
Craig Christopher, ReRe Humphries, DJ Nunn, Jon Shepherd. 


ae XTRAS 


Pinterest provides latest distraction 


Sports 
Update 


matt lozano 
staff writer 


Men’s Basketball 

After a slow start, the men’s bas- 
ketball team has picked up some 
momentum, maintaining over 
a .500 win pct. Conference play 
starts after Christmas break on 
Jan. 3. 


Women’s Basketball 


Women’s basketball will be 


making a trip to California over 


Christmas break. They will re- 
turn home in January to start 
conference play against Viterbo. 


Bowling 

Both the men’s and women’s 
teams finished at the top of their 
last tournament. Men took 8th 
place, while the women finished 
7th. Both teams will resume their 
seasons after Christmas break. 


Track and Field 

Junior Brittany was 
named MCC indoor field athlete 
of the week. Demmer earned first 
place in the weight throw com- 
petition and third in the shot put 
at the St. Ambrose University 
Frigid Invite. 


On the 
Street 


seth wleman 
sports editor 


| 
| 


How was your 
first semester 
at Clarke? 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


elizabeth palmer 
staff writer 


ith the booming suc- 

Wes of social media, it’s 
not hard to believe that many 
students, professors, and even 
businesses have turned to Pin- 
terest as a way to reach their 
audiences. This interactive site 
allows consumers to showcase 
and share their work and lives 
all in one place. It allows mul- 
timedia to play a huge role in 
sharing ideas and _ projects. 

You can see why it’s called 
Pinterest: Just “pin” your “in- 
terests” to your virtual bulle- 
tin board. Students can create 
projects and showcase their 
ideas and interests. 

“I've seen it; it’s mentioned 
a lot,” said Greg Schuster, 
senior business manage- 
ment major. “There’s poten- 
tial for students to use it.” 

Members can “pin” images 
to their board and share im- 
ages, videos, and other ob- 
jects. This virtual pinboard 


Freshman _ business 


major 
Morgan Reining: “I thought 
my first semester was good. 
I like the small campus size. I 
also like the teachers and the 
people are friendly.” 


A word from your 
CSA president 


Jan Hart 


Hello Everyone, 


The CSA senate will be sponsoring a com- 
pletely free late night smorgasbord of sorts 
on the Monday night of finals week at 9 p.m. 
in the cafeteria! Hopefully this will help to 
clear your mind of all the stress. I also want 
to let everyone know that next semester 
CSA is cosponsoring self-defense classes 
q for Clarke students to take advantage of. Be 
=| on the lookout for a new interactive student 
activities touch screen monitor in the SAC, 
coming next semester. 


Good luck with fi- 


nals and have a wonderful Christmas break! 
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allows you to share and ex- 
plore what you find on the 
web by organizing personal- 
ized content. You can browse 
millions of pins every week. 

“This site is becoming the 
next big name in the social me- 
dia space,” said Aaron Prag- 
nell, columnist for “Forbes” 
magazine. 

You can become inspired 
and share your interests with 


Sophomore transfer graphic 
design major Nicholas Tate: “It 
went pretty well. I like the small 
school aspect. I also liked that I 


got to know my teachers and I 


don’thave to walk far to classes.” 


Men’s basketball 
continued from page 3 


To prepare for the games, 
the team goes into practice 
with the same drive needed 
to win games. “We practice 
with the same intensity,” said 
Brown. “It carries over, when 
you practice like you're in the 
game, it’s second nature once 
the clock starts on the court.” 

The team is looking forward 
to a strong season. “The team 
is on the rise,” said Francis. “A 
great season is right in front 
of us, we just have to go get it. 


millions of people every day. 

“You can post ideas, and 
I like how it organizes your 
thoughts or what you're 
into,” said Whitney Klieben- 
stein, junior nursing major. 

“IT pin quotes and ideas, and 
things about cooking, mainly 
anything really,” said Ashleigh 
Bush, junior nursing major. 

Pin etiquette is enforced toen- 
sure everyone enjoys a safe and 


Freshman biology chemistry 
major Mitchell Whalen: “It was 
all right. I like how helpful the 
teachers are and how the class 
sizes are small. I also like the 
after school help the biology 
majors receive.” 


positive experience. Pinterest 
has a code on its site, includ- 
ing guidelines such as “being 
respectful, authentic, crediting 
sources, reporting objection- 
able content, and suggesting 
ways to improve the site.” 
In the social media world, 
Facebook is competing with 
Pinterest. Comparing the sites 
and how users spend time 
on them shows differences in 
how engaged the users are. 
Pinterest has more new users 
according to boticca.com and 
users spend more time on the 
site than on Facebook as well. 
By advancing so quickly 
within the past years, Pinterest 
has gained popularity within 
many institutions, along with 
the interest of the many users 
of the site. Booming technolo- 
gy and an innovative site have 
created a new way to become 
inspired and share projects. 


Freshman athletic train-. 
ing/physical therapy major, 
Makenzie Soat: “It was okay; 
it was kind of tough. I liked 
the small class sizes. I also. 
really enjoyed my volleyball 
teammates.” 


